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An early 19th century wooden 
boat was discovered where 
Pudding Mill River meets the 
River Lea on the site where the 
Olympic Stadium is being built. 
This boat was possibly used on 
a larger boat or small ship as 
a fast, elegant water taxi.  

3
Second World War helmets 
were found while uncovering 
the remains of a small army 
base where anti-aircraft guns 
were used to help defend 
London from air attacks. They 
were discovered on the site 
for the VeloPark, where BMX, 
Road Cycling and Mountain 
Biking will take place.

6
Remains of a Bronze Age hut, 
at least 2,000 years old, were 
found when digging began on 
the tunnels for the underground 
powerlines.

2
A Roman coin found on the 
Olympic Stadium site was 
buried behind a wooden  
river wall that may have  
been built and used by the 
Romans. The coin dates back 
to AD 330–335, the time of 
the Roman emperor 
Constantine II. 

4
A 150-year-old cobbled street 
was found on the site of a 
water mill that was first  
built by the Knights Templar 
between 1185 and 1278. 
A mill complex grew and 
remained until 1854. The  
street may be part of the 
original Temple Mills Lane that 
existed in the western area of 
the mill complex.
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Evidence of an Iron Age 
settlement was unearthed 
on the site of the Aquatics 
Centre where four skeletons 
have been found in separate 
graves. The human remains 
are thought to be around 
3,000 years old. These 
were taken to the Museum 
of London for further 
investigation. Fourth century 
pottery was also found.

The Olympic Delivery Authority 
(ODA) has been working 
on a big programme about 
archaeology with the Museum 
of London to learn more about 
the area and its history. We 
have found many artefacts that 
have helped us to do this. 

Much of archaeology involves 
looking at what people have 
left behind. One important 
archaeological technique is 
digging below the ground 
to see what we can find and 
what has been covered over 
time. The ODA’s construction 
programme provides a great 
opportunity to do this.

Exciting artefacts 
have been found on 
the Olympic Park 
that tell us a  
lot about the  
area’s past.


